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PREFACE

P.1 PURPOSE

P.1.1 In support and promotion of NASA's Strategic Plan, NASA's Strategy for Environmental excellence in the

Twenty-First Century, and NASA Policy Directive (NPD) 8500.1, NASA Environmental Management, and consistent
with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.),

The Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR
Parts 1500-1508), and NASA's regulations (14 CFR Part 1216 Subpart 1216.3), this NASA Procedures and Guidelines
(NPR) establishes standard procedures for implementing NEPA and NASA's overall environmental planning process.
This NPR establishes responsibilities, procedures, and guidelines for carrying out the requirements of NEPA, its
implementing regulations, and Executive Order (EO) 12114, Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions.

P.1.2 The requirements of NEPA, its implementing regulations, and, if applicable, EO 12114 must be satisfied before
an action can be taken that would (a) have an adverse environmental impact, or (b) limit the choice of reasonable
alternatives.

P.2 APPLICABILITY

P.2.1 This NPR is applicable to NASA Headquarters and NASA Centers, including Component Facilities.
P.2.2 This NPR is applicable for 5 years from the date of signature, unless the date is otherwise extended.

P.2.3 For programs, projects, and activities for which NASA commenced the NEPA process before the effective date of
this NPR, it should be followed to the extent practicable.

P.3 AUTHORITY

P.3.1 42 U.S.C. §2473(c)(1), Section 203(c)(1) of the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, as amended.
P.3.2 14 CFR Subpart 1216.3 NASA's regulations implementing NEPA and EO 12114.
P.3.3 EO 12114, Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions.

P.4 REFERENCES

P.4.1 NPD 1000.1, NASA's Strategic Plan of February 1998.
P.4.2 NASA's Strategy for Environmental Excellence in the Twenty-First Century, May 1994.

P.4.3 NPD 8500.1. NASA Environmental Management.
P.4.4 42 U.S.C. §4321 et seq., The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.

P.4.5 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508, The Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the Procedural
Provisions of NEPA.

P.4.6 NPR 1000.3, The NASA Organization.

P.4.7 NPD 1440.6F, NASA Records Management.
P.4.8 NPR 1441.C. NASA Records Retention Schedules.
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P.4.9NPR 7120.5A, NASA Program and Project Management Processes and Requirements.
P.4.10 NPR 8820.2C, Facility Project Implementation Handbook.

P.5S CANCELLATION

NASA Handbook (NHB) 8800.11, Implementing the Provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, dated
February 1988 is hereby canceled.
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/s/ Jeffrey E. Sutton
Assistant Administrator for
Institutional and Corporate Management
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CHAPTER 1. Overview

1.1 Introduction

This document constitutes detailed National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) internal implementing
procedural requirements. It supersedes and replaces the NASA Handbook, NHB 8800.11, Implementing the Provisions
of the National Environmental Policy Act.

1.2 Purpose

1.2.1 This NASA Procedural Requirements (NPR) has been prepared to assist NASA Headquarters, Centers, Strategic
Enterprises, and Program and Staff Offices in implementing NASA's regulations to ensure compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and Executive Order (EO)
12114. NASA's policies and procedures are published in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 14 CFR Part 1216
Subparts 1216.1 and 1216.3.

1.2.2 This NPR serves as a practical reference and source of guidance for use by NASA managers and other
responsible staff in ensuring that their programs, projects, and activities are carried out in compliance with the letter
and spirit of NEPA and EO 12114.
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CHAPTER 2. NASA's National Environmental Policy
Act Responsibilities

2.1 National Environmental Policy Act

2.1.1 The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is the basic national policy for protecting the human
environment (see Appendix C for full text). NEPA sets the Nation's goals for enhancing and preserving the
environment (see Section 101; 42 U.S.C. §4331). NEPA also provides the procedural requirements to ensure
compliance by all Federal agencies (see Section 102; 42 U.S.C. §4332). NEPA compliance can be a critical path item
in project or mission implementation.

2.1.2 NEPA requires all Federal agencies to consider, before an action is taken, environmental values in the planning of
actions and activities that may have a significant impact upon the quality of the human environment. NEPA directs
agencies to consider alternatives to their proposed activities. In essence, NEPA requires NASA decisionmakers to
consider environmental, technical, and economic factors. NEPA is also an environmental disclosure statute. It requires
that available information be adequately addressed and made available to NASA decisionmakers in a timely manner so
they can consider the environmental consequences of the proposed action or activity. Environmental information must
also be made available to the public as well as to other Federal, State, and local agencies.

2.1.3 NEPA does not require that the proposed action or activity be free of environmental impacts, be the most
environmentally benign of potential alternatives, or be the most environmentally wise decision. NEPA requires the
decisionmaker to consider environmental impacts as one factor in the decision to implement an action.

2.1.4 Title II of NEPA established the President's Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ). All Federal agencies must
follow regulations promulgated by CEQ to develop their own policies and regulations to implement NEPA. In addition,
CEQ is charged with monitoring the progress of Federal agencies in accomplishing the goals of NEPA.

2.2 Council on Environmental Quality Regulations

2.2.1 In 1977, through Executive Order (EO) 11991, CEQ was directed to prepare binding regulations governing how
Federal agencies were to implement NEPA. Those regulations, Regulations for Implementing the Procedural
Provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, were first published in November 1978 with one section
amended in 1986. CEQ regulations can be found at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 (see Appendix D for full text). CEQ's
regulations provide the framework within which every Federal agency develops its policies and regulations for
implementing NEPA. An agency's policies and regulations elaborate upon and tailor CEQ regulations to its specific
mission and circumstances. Briefly, CEQ regulations require all Federal agencies to do the following:

a. Implement regulations that ensure that environmental information is available to decisionmakers, public officials,
and citizens before decisions are made and actions taken,

b. Integrate the requirements of NEPA, to the extent practical, with other planning and environmental review statutes
and regulations (e.g., historic resources and threatened or endangered species),

c. Provide for public involvement in decisions that would affect the quality of the human environment, and

d. Use the NEPA process to identify and assess reasonable alternatives to proposed actions that would avoid or reduce
adverse impacts upon the quality of the human environment.

2.2.2 CEQ regulations also provide formal procedures for three levels of NEPA process and documentation to be used
by all Federal agencies: Categorical Exclusions (CatEx), Environmental Assessments (EA), and Environmental Impact
Statements (EIS). Together, these three levels provide the basic framework for all Federal agency NEPA compliance
processes.
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2.3 Additional CEQ Guidance

2.3.1 CEQ has published additional guidance concerning its NEPA regulations and other related environmental
concerns. Table 2-1 summarizes this additional CEQ guidance. All but the guidance on biodiversity and pollution
prevention have been implicitly incorporated into the latest update (1986) of CEQ regulations provided in Appendix D.

2.3.2 It should be recognized that the additional CEQ guidance does not have the force of formal regulations. The Forty
Most Asked Questions Concerning CEQ's National Environmental Policy Act Regulations, provided in Appendix G,
gives useful guidance that touches on the breadth of NEPA compliance activities that can be undertaken by an agency
and sheds added light on EA's. Additional questions and answers concerning NASA NEPA regulations can be found in
Appendix K.

Table 2-1. Council on Environmental Quality Guidance

Title of Guidance Summary of Guidance Citation Relevant
Regulation/Documentation

Forty Most Often | |Provides answers to 40 questions 46 FR 18026, dated ' |40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 (see
Asked Questions most frequently asked concerning March 23, 1981 Appendix G for full text)
Concerning CEQ's | [implementation of NEPA.
National
Environmental
Policy Act
Regulations

Implementing and
Explanatory
Documents for
Executive Order
12114,

Provides implementing and
explanatory information for EO
12114. Establishes categories of
Federal activities or programs as
those that significantly harm the

44 FR 18672, dated
March 29, 1979

EO 12114, Environmental Effects
Abroad of Major Federal Actions

Environmental natural and physical environment.
Effects Abroad of | |Defines which actions are excluded
Major Federal from the order and those that are not.
Actions
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Publishing of Three
Memoranda for
Heads of Agencies
on:

- Analysis of
Impacts on Prime
or Unique
Agricultural Lands
(Memoranda 1 and
2)

- Interagency
Consultation to
Avoid or Mitigate
Adverse Effects on
Rivers in the
Nationwide
Inventory
(Memorandum 3)

1/2 Discusses the irreversible
conversion of unique agricultural
lands by Federal Agency action (e.g.,
construction activities, developmental
grants, and federal land
management). Requires identification
of and cooperation in retention of
important agricultural lands in areas
of impact of a proposed agency
action. The agency must identify and
summarize existing or proposed
agency policies, to preserve or
mitigate the effects of agency action
on agricultural lands.

3 "Each Federal agency shall, as part
of its normal planning and
environmental review process, take
care to avoid or mitigate adverse
effects on rivers identified in the
Nationwide Inventory prepared by
the Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service in the Department
of the Interior." Implementing
regulations includes determining
whether the proposed action: affects
an Inventory River; adversely affects
the natural, cultural and recreation
values of the Inventory river
segment; forecloses options to
classify any portion of the Inventory
segment as a wild, scenic or
recreational river area, and
incorporates avoidance/mitigation
measures into the proposed action to
maximum extent feasible within the
agency's authority.

45 FR 59189, dated
September 8, 1980

1/2 Farmland Protection Policy Act
(7 U.S.C. §4201 et seq.)

3 The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
of 1965 (16 U.S.C. §1271 et seq.)

Memorandum for
Heads of Agencies
for Guidance on
Applying Section
404(r) of the Clean
Water Act at
Federal Projects
Which Involve the
Discharge of
Dredged or Fill
Materials into
Waters of the U.S.
Including Wetlands

NPR 8580.1 -- Chp2

Requires timely agency consultation
with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(COE) and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) before a
Federal project involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material
into U.S. waters, including wetlands.
Proposing agency must ensure, when
required, that the EIS includes
written conclusions of EPA and COE
(generally found in Appendix).

Council on
Environmental
Quality, dated
November 17, 1980
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EO 12088, Federal Compliance
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Scoping Guidance

Provides a series of recommendations
distilled from agency research
regarding the scoping process.
Requires public notice; identification
of significant and insignificant issues;
allocation of EIS preparation
assignments; identification of related
analysis requirements in order to
avoid duplication of work; and the
planning of a schedule for EIS
preparation that meshes with the
agency's decisionmaking schedule.

46 FR 25461, dated
May 7, 1981

40 CFR Parts 1500-1508

Appendices I, II,
and II1

contacts, Appendix II compiles a list
of Federal and Federal-State Agency
Offices with jurisdiction by law or
special expertise in environmental
quality issues; and Appendix III lists
the Federal and Federal-State Offices
for receiving and commenting on
other agencies' environmental
documents.

Guidance Provides written guidance on 48 FR 34263, dated ' |40 CFR Parts 1501, 1502, and 1508
Regarding NEPA | |scoping, CatEx's, adoption July 28, 1983
Regulations regulations, contracting provisions,
selecting alternatives in licensing and
permitting situations, and tiering.
National Provides guidance on improving 49 FR 49750, dated |40 CFR Part 1500
Environmental public participation, facilitating December 21, 1984
Policy Act (NEPA) '|agency compliance with NEPA and
Implementation CEQ implementing regulations.
Regulations, Appendix I updates required NEPA

Incorporating
Biodiversity
Considerations into
Environmental
Impact Analysis
under the National
Environmental
Policy Act

NPR 8580.1 -- Chp2

Provides for "acknowledging the
conservation of biodiversity as
national policy and incorporates its
consideration in the NEPA process";
encourages seeking out opportunities
to participate in efforts to develop
regional ecosystem plans; actively
seeks relevant information from
sources both within and outside
government agencies; encourages
participating in efforts to improve
communication, cooperation, and
collaboration between and among
governmental and nongovernmental
entities; improves the availability of
information on the status and
distribution of biodiversity, and on
techniques for managing and
restoring it; and expands the
information base on which
biodiversity analyses and

management decisions are based.

Council on
Environmental
Quality,
Washington, DC,
dated January 1993
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Pollution
Prevention and the
National
Environmental
Policy Act

Pollution-prevention techniques seek
to reduce the amount and/or toxicity
of pollutants being generated,
promote increased efficiency of raw
materials and conservation of natural
resources and can be cost-effective.
Directs Federal agencies that to the
extent practicable, pollution
prevention considerations should be
included in the proposed action and
in the reasonable alternatives to the
proposal, and to address these
considerations in the environmental
consequences section of an EIS and
EA (when appropriate).

58 FR 6478, dated
January 29, 1993

EO 12088, Federal Compliance
with Pollution Control Standards

Considering
Cumulative Effects
under the National

Provides a "framework for advancing
environmental cumulative impacts
analysis by addressing cumulative

January 1997

40 CFR §1508.7

human health or environmental
effects of its programs, policies, and
activities on minority populations and
low-income populations.”

1997

Environmental effects in either an environmental
Policy Act assessment (EA) or an environmental

impact statement" . Also provides

practical methods for addressing

coincident effects (adverse or

beneficial) on specific resources,

ecosystems, and human communities

of all related activities, not just the

proposed project or alternatives that

initiate the assessment process.
Environmental Provides guidance and general Council on EO 12898, Federal Actions to
Justice Guidance direction on Executive Order 12898 | |Environmental Address Environmental Justice in
Under the National | |which requires each agency to Quality, Minority Populations and
Environmental identify and address, as appropriate, ||Washington, DC, | |[Low-Income Populations
Policy Act "disproportionately high and adverse ' |dated December 10,
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CHAPTER 3. NASA National Environmental Policy
Act Overview

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 NASA policy and regulations implementing NEPA, related authorities, and Executive Order (EO) 12114 appear
at 14 CFR Part 1216 Subparts 1216.1 and 1216.3. NASA's regulations comply with the requirements of CEQ
regulations, define the types of NASA actions and activities subject to the procedural requirements of NEPA, and
implement EO 12114. This NPR is internal NASA guidance for compliance with NEPA policy and regulations.

3.1.2 NASA NEPA and other environmental planning documents should be clearly written using plain English, and
recognizing the importance of both the metric and British systems of measurement. All measurements should be
provided in metric units with British system equivalents in parentheses. A list of common conversions is provided in
Appendix A.

3.2 Applicability to NASA Activities

3.2.1 NASA actions generally fall within one of the following three categories:

a. Science, Aeronautics, and Technology (SAT), which encompasses research and development activities directed
toward attaining the objectives of a specific mission, project, or program. This category includes NASA aeronautics
and space program elements, such as the development of new propulsion systems, spacecraft development and
operations, flight projects, science instrument development and operations, and space transportation systems.

b. Mission Support (MS), which includes four subcategories: (1) Research and Program Management (Personnel and
related costs, Travel, and Research Operations Support), (2) Construction of Facilities (Discrete projects, minor
revitalization and construction, facility planning and design; and environmental compliance); (3) Safety, Reliability,
and Quality Assurance, and (4) Space Communication Services.

c. Human Space Flight (HSF), which encompasses activities similar in scope to SAT activities but that primarily focus
on human space flight. Examples include the national fleet of Space Shuttle orbiters, the main engines, launch sites,
mission operations, initial spares, production tooling and supporting activities, launch operations, and tracking and data
acquisition.

3.2.2 Although infrequent, NASA may prepare special proposals for legislation involving new or altered Agency
missions. These activities are addressed in NASA's regulations at 14 CFR §1216.315 (for more detailed information on
legislative proposals see Appendix E and section 7.4 of this NPR).

3.2.3 In the vast majority of instances, the principal responsibility for an action lies with a specific NASA Center or
Centers as traditionally defined. For those actions in which principal responsibility has not been assigned to a specific
Center or Centers, NASA Headquarters (HQ) shall be the responsible Center.

3.3 Management-Level Roles and Responsibilities

3.3.1 NASA NEPA policies and procedures designate roles and responsibilities for certain management positions (see
Appendix E). Sections 3.3 through 3.7 of this NPR highlight these senior-level roles and responsibilities.

3.3.1.1 The Assistant Administrator for Institutional and Corporate Management, successor, or designee, is responsible
for developing NASA's NEPA regulations; ensuring that environmental factors are properly considered in all NASA
planning and decisionmaking; monitoring to ensure that the regulations are achieving their purposes; advising line
management and informing NASA employees of the technical and managerial requirements of environmental analysis,

Verify Current version before use at:
NPR 8580.1 -- Chp3 http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/ Page 17 of 189


http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/

NPR 8580.1 -- Chp3 Verify Current version befor use at:

http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/ Page 18 of 189

NPR 8580.1 -- Chp3 Verify Current version before use at:

http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/ Page 18 of 189


http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/
http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/

Verity Current version befor use at:
NPR 8580.1 -- Chp3 http://nodis3.gsfc.nasa.gov/ Page 19 of 189

available expertise inside and outside of NASA, and with the assistance of the Office of the General Counsel, relevant
legal developments; and consolidating and transmitting NASA comments on EIS's and other NEPA documentation
prepared by other Federal agencies.

3.3.1.2 The NASA Headquarters/Environmental Management Division (HQ/EMD) functions under the authority of the
AA for Institutional and Corporate Management and is delegated the responsibility of implementing the NEPA
functions. The HQ/EMD also provides advice and consultation to all other NASA entities in implementing their
assigned responsibilities under NEPA. HQ/EMD, in coordination with appropriate HQ and Center offices, will review
this NPR biennially and issue interim guidance as appropriate.

3.3.1.3 NASA activities are implemented through specific Sponsoring Entities, such as NASA HQ, NASA Centers
(including Component Facilities), Strategic Enterprises, Program, or Staff Offices. The lead officials for these entities,
the Officials-in-Charge, have the primary responsibility for ensuring that the NEPA process is integrated into their
organizations' project planning activities before the Sponsoring Entities implement activities and actions. The
Sponsoring Entities also are responsible for ensuring that records management requirements are met. NEPA functions
are not performed directly by lead officials. Each NASA Center has an Environmental Management Office (EMO),
which is usually delegated the responsibility for implementing NEPA. The EMO performs the primary or
working-level functions of the NEPA process, such as evaluating proposed activities, developing and/or reviewing and
approving required documentation, advising project managers, and signing environmental decision documents on
projects and programs having little or no environmental impact. Since the EMO provides essential functional support to
the Sponsoring Entity, and because its implementation responsibilities are delegated, the term Sponsoring Entity will be
used throughout this NPR to include the implementing NEPA organization at all NASA facilities. In cases where the
Sponsoring Entity needs to be further defined, it will be specifically noted. For proposals made by tenants or entities
using services or facilities at a NASA Center or Component Facility, the Sponsoring Entity shall be that Center or, if
such authority is delegated to the Component Facility, the Component Facility.

3.3.1.4 In the case of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), the Sponsoring Entity shall be the NASA HQ Office of
Space Science (OSS). NASA OSS personnel may call upon and use the technical resources available through the JPL
operating contractor.

3.3.1.5 For other Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDC), the Sponsoring Entity is the NASA
Center with whom the FFRDC has a contract.

3.3.1.6 The Assistant Administrator for the Office of Legislative Affairs is responsible for ensuring that legislative
EIS's (see section 7.4) accompany, in appropriate instances, NASA recommendations or reports on proposals for
legislation submitted to Congress.

3.3.2 Specific responsibilities for the NEPA process and documentation are discussed in chapters 4, 5, and 6.
Additional responsibilities within special NEPA topics are discussed in chapter 7. Appendix B provides a glossary of
terms for easy reference.

3.4 Timing NEPA Compliance with Project Planning

3.4.1 CEQ regulations state that agencies ". . . shall integrate the NEPA process with other planning at the earliest
possible time to ensure that planning and decisions reflect environmental values, to avoid delays later in the process,
and to head off potential conflicts. . . ." (40 CFR §1501.2).

3.4.2 The EA or EIS must be completed before project planning reaches a point where NASA's ability to implement
reasonable alternatives is precluded (i.e., before hard decisions are made regarding project implementation).
Environmental planning factors should be integrated into the conceptual stage of project planning when a broad range
of alternative approaches is being considered. In the project development stage, decisions are made that affect the
detailed planning stage. At a minimum, an environmental evaluation should be prepared in the project development
stage (see section 3.7.4.3). During this stage, the responsible project manager will have the greatest latitude in making
adjustments in the plan to mitigate or avoid important environmental sensitivities and planning the balance of the

NEPA process to avoid unpleasant surprises later in the project cycle which may have schedule and/or cost implications.

3.4.2.1 An EA or an EIS is normally completed during the detailed planning phase. In this phase, reasonable
alternatives are analyzed and hard decisions on how to proceed with a project are being made. The scope and intensity
of analyses of the reasonable alternatives should be consistent with the purpose of an EA or EIS.

3.4.2.2 Before completing the NEPA process, no NASA official can take an action that would (1) affect the
environment or (2) limit the choice of reasonable alternatives. Accommodating environmental requirements early in
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project planning ultimately conserves both budget and schedule. Table 3-1 provides the critical environmental decision
points for the NEPA process.

Table 3-1. Environmental Decision Pointsl

Critical Timing Points

Mission Support

(see chapter 6)

NPR 8580.1 -- Chp3
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Documentation | Process Start
Environmental | |Initial Concept |PRD or Project Definition and Preliminary Concept Funding
Evaluation/REC |Proposal Concept or

Service
(see chapter 4) Request

Submission,
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appropriate
EA/FONSI (if ||Draft EA: By 100% Before spending 10% of Development/Construction Budget or PDR, wl
appropriate) Starts at Design

Preliminary Review

(see chapter 5) | [Design
EIS/ROD (no  |Draft EIS: Final EIS: | |Final EIS: Before spending 10% of Development/Construction Budget
sooner than 30 ||Start at By 100% Development, Test, and Evaluation, whichever comes first
days after Final  |Project/Budget |Design 3.
EIS) Approval Review

ROD: After CDR Final EIS: Before spending 10% of Development/Co;

Design, Development, Test, and Evaluation, whichever comes first
3.

ROD: After CDR

1 The NEPA process must be completed no later than the activities :
2 Depending on contractual requirement for design review steps.
3 Development/construction budget includes budget for launch.

CDR = Critical Design Review
EA = Environmental Assessment
EIS = Environmental Impact Statement

FONSI =Finding Of N

T
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D
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ignificant Impact

3.4.3 To decide if a NASA, Federal, non-Federal entity. or contractor ac
approved or implemented before completing the NEPA process, the Spc
will not have an adverse environmental impact (e.g., the purchase of lar
purchases of long lead time items have no adverse environmental impac
proposed site normally will have an adverse environmental impact; and
expenditure must-- (1) Be only the amount prudently necessary to main
are recommended) (2) Not compromise the objectivity of NASA's envit
except in unusual circumstances. expenditures up to 10 percent of the pi
the objectivity of NASA's review and decisionmaking. Whether or not ¢
Agency's decisionmaking should be considered on a case-by-case basis,
ace flight projects, the relevant total cost includes those related to pla;
programmatic NEPA document is being prepared. expenditures should -
mission or project within the program (see section 7.6 for more informa
is one of the key elements in any agency NEPA compliance activity anc
individuals, community and private organizations, and environmental it

on the role of public participation in the preparation of NEPA documen
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agencies to make diligent efforts to involve the lic in implementin

overall framework for involving the public in the NEPA process. paralls
NASA's regulations also specify the principal contact for obtaining info
lead responsibilities for ensuring public involvement in the NEPA proc
Principal contact for information on EIS's, exceptional action EA's (see
NEPA Coordinator, EMD. For all other EA's. the principal contact is th
participation in NASA's NEPA compliance activities lies with the Spon
managers in charge of the individual programs and projects (and the ass
major activities assisted by the EMO and the Public Affairs Office (PA(
Entity is responsible for maintaining a mailing list of Federal, State, anc
jurisdiction over the action, have specialized expertise, would be affectc
This list is used in the public involvement process and is an essential pa
It is recommended that the nsoring Entity coordinate with the PA
participate, as appropriate, in preparing EA's and EIS's to ensure that py
participation may include reviewing draft documents; generating comm
scoping or participation meetings; preparing and distributing public not
No Significant Impact (FONSI) or Notice of Intent (NOI)-- and EIS's R
Other Environmental Review and Consultation Requirements 3.6.1 In a
1500.5 1502.25, and §1506.4, to the extent ible, NASA uses 1
environmental review and consultation requirements (e.g.. other Federa
NASA uses the NEPA process as the focus for integrated and balanced
programs, projects, and activities. While NASA regulations specifically

Preservation Act, Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and EQ's 11
Protection of Wetlands, respectively), several other environmental requ

environmental authorities, and Appendix H provides additional detail

planning exactly what environmental statutes. regulations, and EQ's apy
can be a critical path item to implementing a project, one or more of the
path item to completing the NEPA process. For example, a proposed pr

National Register of Historic Places or the nesting habitat of a threatene
consultation and review with the State Historic Preservation Officer or 1

Fisheries Service), respectively. Normally, without resolvin ch 1

determine whether there will be significant effects to the quality of the |
Table 3-2. Summary of Consulta

Statute/Executive General Requirements Sp

Order Title Implics

Implem

NEPA

EO 11514 (Amended | [Requires Federal agencies to Appropri:

EO 11991 comply with CEQ regulations document

Protection and implementing the procedural be prepar
Enhancement of provisions of NEPA

Environmental

uality, March 1970

Endangered Species  |Identifies species endangered and | |If no prev
Act of 1973, as threatened with extinction. document
amended (16 U.S.C. | |Restricts actions that may harm for the ar
§1531 et seq.) these species or their habitat prospectit
biologica
assessmel
required ¢
in the NE

document
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their NEPA procedures. NASA regulations provide th

zling the requirements of CEQ regulations. 3.5.2
rmation about NASA's NEPA activities and identify the
:ss. The following specific responsibilities apply: a.
section 5.5), and NASA's NEPA process is the NASA
e EMO. b. [ead responsibility for ensuring public
soring Entity. The specific responsibility rests with the
iociated NEPA requirements) within each of these

J). c. For preparation of an EA or EIS, the Sponsoring
Llocal agencies; organizations and individuals that have
:d, express interest, or provide comments and concerns.
rt of the administrative record (see section 3.7.7). 3.5.3
throughout the EA or EIS process. The local PAO may
iblic concerns are identified and resolved. PAO

ents: responding to public comments; arranging public
ices; or communicating the results of EA's--Finding Of
ecord of Decision (ROD). 3.6 Integrating NEPA with
ccordance with CEQ regulations 40 CFR §1500.4(k).
the NEPA process t cument compliance with other

| statutes, regulations, and EQ's (see Appendix H)).

environmental planning for all of its proposed
reference Section 106 of the National Historic

988 and 11990 (Floodplain Management, and
irements exist. 3.6.2 Table 3-2 lists selected
3.6.3 It is important to understand early in project

)ly to the proposed activity. Just as NEPA compliance
sse additional review requirements can become a critical
oject that could adversely impact a structure on the

«d or endangered species will require NASA to initiate
he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (or National Marine

antive 1 it will be difficult, if not im ible, t
wman environment.

tion Requirements

ecific Consultation Estimated Time
itions for Requirements Required for
enting the Consultation
_Process and Compliance
aite NEPA As appropriate As appropriate
;ation must

ed

ious NEPA |Regional Initial

:ation exists | |Director-U.S. Fish consultation

2a of the and Wildlife Service: | [typically 30 to 45

ve site, a Regional days: field
Lsurvey and ' |Director-National surveys, if

at may be Marine Fisheries required, can

ind included  |Service extend in excess
PA of 1 year to
;ation to resolve possible
s the seasonal issues
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